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BOOK REVIEWS 343 
The Indigenous People of the Caribbean. Edited by Samuel M. Wilson. 
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1997. xiv + 253 pp. Illustrations, 
maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth.) 
Five years have passed since the Quincentennary of Columbus' 
arrival to the island of St. Croix (Santa Cruz) during his second voyage, and 
much has been said and written about how we, the modern descendants of 
this "event" and its consequences, have chosen to interpret and come to terms 
with t. This volume mcludes contnbut1ons ot various helds of research on 
the native peoples of the Caribbean, adapted from a series of public lectures 
organized by the Virgin Islands Humanities Council. The perspectives of 
cultural anthropology, prehistoric archaeology, ethnohistory, history, and 
linguistics are well represented in this selection of articles by various 
researcher currently working and/or publishing on the Caribbean. The 
breadth and variety of the contributions in this volume reflect the complex 
legacy of this multiethnic, multilingual, and multicultural area. 
As stated by Samuel Wilson in his introductory essay, the broad 
scope of this volume presents an introduction to the study of the indigenous 
people of the Caribbean and thus is of particular interest to readers who may 
not know much about this area. However, it is also of use to Caribbean 



